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My art students will be doing sev-
eral projects this spring.

The 6th, 7th and 8th graders are 
going to begin a project based on 
the Illuminated manuscripts that 
originated in the Middle Ages. We 
will be discussing typography, first 
letter embellishments and how the 
illumination was achieved in the 
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Some of these 
projects were 
created with a still 
life that was set 
up. With Matisse 
as the inspiration, 
students used 
pattern and color to 
enhance their still 
lifes. The younger 
children’s work was 
based on a story 
about a farm that I 
read to them, and 
they portrayed what 
they thought was 
interesting to them 
from the story.

12th cen-
tury. They will be using colored inks 
to produced their initials, this is a 
new medium for them.

The 3rd, 4th and 5th graders are 
also learning about type and letters, 
but their project involves learning 
how to measure and produce a 
12x18 inch letter and decorate it 

with things that start with 
that letter and things that repre-
sent them. The kindergartners, 1st 
and 2nd grade are decorating let-
ters also and they will be doing a 
project that says Spring! They will 
be producing butterflies and drag-
onflies using symmetry.

Susan Warren, Art teacher
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More than just acting
As the school year winds down to an 
end, the students continue to use 
their creativity and talents to influ-
ence others. The drama program’s 
goal is to educate and entertain 
the community through theatrical 
art. This art can appear in laugh-
ter, sadness, and a variety of other 
emotions sparked from watching a 
theatrical performance. Art not only 
appears to us in theatre, but also in 
music and movies. I think we can 
all agree that without art, our world 
would be colorless and bland.

Specifically, theatre allows us to 
enter a realm outside of our own 
life. The students and I greatly en-
joy bringing stories of others to 
your eyes and ears. By watching 
theatre, we can learn about history 
and current phenomena’s in our so-
ciety. It also allows for expressions, 
thoughts, and ideas that constantly 
shape the world we live in. I cannot 
thank the CCA community enough 
for allowing me to run our drama 
program. It not only advances social 
and life kills among the students, 
but it can also help educate them of 
the world around us.

The play for the spring program, 
A Case of Cleanser, educates us 
on terms and phrases of the early 
nineteen hundreds, and teaches us 
the importance of honesty within a 
family. The Tower family is in serious 
need of a case of cleansing as they 
discover the secrets hidden in their 
past. Through farce and comedy 
the actors will perform a murder 
mystery right before your eyes. Ec-
centric characters bring the play to 
life by sparking laughter and curios-
ity. I promise that this performance 
will not only make you laugh, but it 
will make you proud of the work the 
students have produced. Their moti-
vation to help educate and entertain 
the community is very uplifting.

I appreciate your help in supporting 
the drama program by attending 
our spring performance on Friday, 
April 23rd at 6:30pm. The band 
will also be playing at this event, to 
give you an entertaining night of the 
arts. I hope to see you there!!

Mrs. Johnson

6th Grade Poetry
In Mrs. Dillers 6th grade reading class, poetry was the unit of study for 
the 4 weeks or so prior to spring break. They are amazing poets and thor-
oughly enjoyed the unit! The final lesson was to think about their heritage, 
what made them think and remember where they came from. Each student 
wrote a poem entitled I Am From. The students were given a fill-in-the-blank 
format; with each line starting with I am from Here are just a few examples 
of what they have on display in the hall outside the 6th grade classroom.

I am from by Cody Huwa
I am from the old west, the Indians country, 

and sweet rice.
I am from the space where cattle roam.
I am from the plains.
I am from a rodeo-ing family.
I am from the large, exciting family.
From the area where water is scarce.
I am from a family that likes to rodeo, but 

never gets time to.

I am from by Jordyn Glenn
I am from horses, music and trucks
I am from the country
I am from the wonderful trips we take
I am from the annual holidays at my grandma’s 

house
I am from a loving family
From the hillbillies and the hard workers
I am from the many parents that I still have
I am from the Glenns, Vetters, Demoneys, and 

the Hefleys
From the house that I am thankful for
I am from learnin’ the hard way.

I am from by Lyle Cooksey
I am from the farm, cattle, and country
I am from Roggen
I am from the middle of nowhere
I am from the fried chicken on Sunday lunch
I am from loud and forgetful
From “not half bad”
I am from watching sports at night
From the fields of wheat in the spring and 

summer
I am from Colorado

A shape poem by Tristan 
Copeland. Click to enlarge.
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CCA web site weekly traffic
A free online tracker for our website enables us see how much traffic cca-
school.net typically experiences in a given week. The chart below shows 
that the total number of page loads of our website closely follows the school 
year calendar, increasing drastically as the school year began in August and 
decreasing significantly over the Christmas break and again over Spring 
break. By far the most popular pages visited are those for the teachers 
weekly newsletters. 



Special Olympics Basketball Camp
On February 23, 2010, three CCA students (Brandon, Braxton, Caitlin & Bad-
ger), and a Weld Central High School student, Kirstie, went to the Special Olym-
pics Basketball Camp to play with the Denver Nuggets. These students were 
joined by their families and their teacher Mrs. Vroom. (A great time was had 
by all.) The clinic began by signing in, getting t-shirts, and taking photos with 
the Nuggets cheerleaders. After that the students participated in a half court 
shoot out, a dribble drill against the Nuggets, a work out session, a basket 
hoop drill, and a defense drill. Following the fun-filled drills the students were 
able to gather on the court and get signatures from the players. To end the 
days activities, a large group photo was taken.. We are already looking forward 
to attending next years basketball camp with the Denver Nuggets!

We will doing another special Olympics event on April 21, 2010; Dawson Sports 
Festival which includes bocce ball, soft ball, soccer, and track events.

Angela Vroom
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Kindergarten 
Highlights
CCA’s Kindergarteners’ days 
are numbered. Very soon they 
will be full-time 1st grade stu-
dents! Looking back, we’ve had 
a wonderful year in Kindergar-
ten. Here have been some of 
our highlights. In correlation 
with our geography studies, we 
made paper-mache globes and 
painted on the oceans and con-
tinents. In geography, we also 
learn a catchy tune to help us 
remember the names of the 
seven continents—anyone who’s 
been through CCA’s Kindergar-
ten class can probably still re-
cite it! In history we’ve learned 
about Presidents—Past & Pres-
ent. We’ve learned that in the 
picture of George Washington 
on the one dollar bill, he doesn't 
look very happy because his 
dentures, made of the finest 
hippopotamus ivory, were really 
bothering him the day the paint-
er came to do that portrait of 
George! In science, during our 
study of seasons and weather, 
we kept a detailed and colorful 
weather log—logging the daily 
weather conditions and temper-
ature. We've just begun a plant 
unit, and in this unit the children 
planted their own seeds, which 
will grow in a mini-greenhouse 
in our classroom. The planting 
took place during Mom's Day in 
Kindergarten, which was held 
Friday, April 9th, at which time 
a variety of other fun mother/
child activities took place! The 
Kindergarteners hosted their 
grandparents back in February 
for Grandparent's Day and will 
host their dads for Dad's Day in 
May. Back in February, the Kin-
dergarteners took a field trip to 
the Tiny Tots Orchestra where 
they got an up-close and per-
sonal experience with orchestra 
instruments and a lively conduc-
tor. Most kids loved the string 
instruments best, since we got 
to sit on the floor right next to 
them! It was a great time!

Stacy Thompson

8th Grade Class Trip
Only five weeks until the 8th 
graders venture out of the 
state and to our nation’s capi-
tal! The CCA class of 2010 will 
be exploring the Library of Con-
gress, The White House, the 
U.S. Capitol, New York City, and 
much, much more. We are very 
excited to share our experience 
with a slide show and question-
answer presentation on the last 
day of school, so please join us 
then for an adventurous story! 

Erin Carley

PTO Cookie Dough Sale
918 items sold, nearly $5400 raised for 
CCA! Thanks to all the students, parents, 
teachers, and PTO members who partici-
pated.

Character Counts
The character education trait for the month 
of March was citizenship. Students nomi-
nated by their classmates for best display-
ing this trait were Emily Nikolai, Kaitlyn 
Rosling, Hope Hurley, Caitlin Brady, Tasha 
Colvin, Sarah Nikolai, Rachel Leet, Emma 
Wacker, and Molly Cooksey. Congratula-
tions good citizens!
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SMALL WONDERS 
PRESCHOOL

Parents of preschoolers,

Small Wonders Preschool, located 
in Roggen, is enrolling students for 
next year. Preschool classes will 
be held on Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 8:00-12:30.There are 
Grants available to those who qual-
ify. Preschoolers must be 4 years 
old by September 15, 2010 and at-
tend one of the districts screenings 
in order to be eligible for a grant. 
Screening dates are: April 23rd at 
Hoff Elementary, April 30th at Loch-
buie Elementary and May 7th at 
Hudson Elementary and you must 
call to reserve a screening time. 

Small Wonders is in its 17th year 
of operation! We have experienced 
and highly qualified teachers with 
expertise in early literacy. If you 
are interested in having your child 
attend Small Wonders Preschool or 
would like more information, please 
call Beth Erker at 303-849-5543, 
303-849-5550 or Linda Beckel 
at 303-732-4818. We would be 
happy to answer your questions or 
arrange a visit to the preschool for 
you and your child.

On February 16, 
2010, CCAs 4th and 
5th grades went on 
a field trip to the Fort 
Lupton Historic Park. 
This historical park 
is being constructed 
by the South Platte 
Valley Historical So-
ciety.

The park consists 
of several areas in-
cluding the Donel-
son House, Indepen-
dence School, and 
Fort Lupton. The 
Donelson House was the home of 
Thomas and Laura Aiken Donelson. 
Originally, Donelson built the home 
in the late 1860s along the South 
Platte River in what is now Brighton, 
CO. The home has been restored, 
and many objects are original to the 
time period. They have been pre-
served and are displayed through-
out the house.

The Independence School has been 
used to demonstrate what school 
was like in the1890's. School 
was very different than it is today. 
Grades 1-8 shared the one and only 
room. The older students not only 
worked on grade level subjects, but 
they also helped with the younger 
students.

Fort Lupton (better known as Fort 
Lancaster during its heyday) was a 
trading post constructed in 1837 

by Lancaster Lupton. Today, it is 
being rebuilt and is still under con-
struction. Even though it is not 
completed, we were able to see the 
tavern/home of the folks that lived 
at the fort as well as the carpenter 
and blacksmith shops. The rooms 
were furnished with furniture, tools, 
and goods appropriate to the mid-
1800s time period.

Our guides were wonderful! They 
were very nice and showed pas-
sion in sharing information about 
the park. Even though it was a very 
chilly day, we got a good idea about 
how difficult is was to work and live 
without heat or electricity. We had a 
great time and encourage everyone 
to visit this incredible display of local 
Colorado history. The South Platte 
Valley Historical Society website is 
www.spvhs.org.

Edie Wacker and Tammy Kester

CCA Goes Back In Time

NCAR Field Trip
CCA’s sixth graders, Mrs. Johnson 
and some parents ventured out 
to the National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research in Boulder in 
March. NCAR is one of only three 
organizations that do climate mod-
eling. Several supercomputers 
housed at NCAR are used to pro-
cess the abundant data gathered 
all over the earth, doing 76x1012 
computations per second. After a 
short tour, a classroom talk and 
demonstrations, students toured 
the hands-on climate and weather 
exhibits from tornados to clouds.



CCA Pursues Official 
Core Knowledge Status
Since our inception in 2000, Cardinal 
Community Academy has been com-
mitted to using the Core Knowledge 
Sequence as the backbone of our cur-
riculum.  Our school is considered a 
“friend” of Core Knowledge, but we have 
not completed the training necessary to 
refine our efforts and become an official 
Core Knowledge school. The CCA board 
approved the decision to move forward 
with the training, and our school is for-
tunate to have a committed and moti-
vated team. 

We are excited to begin this process 
on Monday, May 3rd. Our teachers will 
learn about what is involved in this pro-
cess, and decisions will be made as to 
how our implementation will look. Then, 
on Tuesday, May 4th, a Core Knowledge 
trainer will be observing our classrooms 
to analyze how we currently implement 
the Core Knowledge sequence. Addi-
tional training will take place during the 
week of July 19th and will continue over 
the next few years. 

With a recently updated Core Knowl-
edge sequence and the adoption of new 
Colorado State Standards, our timing 
couldn’t be better. We are excited to 
have this opportunity and will keep our 
parents updated as we move toward 
official status during the 2010-2011 
school year. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the Core Knowledge foundation, 
they have a newly revised web site at 
www.coreknowledge.org, where the 
Core Knowledge sequence is now avail-
able to download for free.  

April Dowdy

The school year is quickly coming 
to a close, and we would like to 
thank all of the parents and volun-
teers who have helped make this 
school year a success. In addition 
to our valuable parents, we were 
pleased to have so many teach-
ers attend our meetings this year. 
Your input has been very valuable! 
However, we still have a few offi-
cer positions open for the upcom-
ing year. We hope that our par-
ents and teachers will consider 
how they can bring their leader-
ship skills to PTO with the goal of 
supporting our students at CCA. 
Please contact one of the PTO of-
ficers if you are interested in an 
officer position. 

Our cookie dough sales were again 
a huge success. We were able 
to raise approximately $5400! 
Thanks for all of your efforts, and 
I trust that everyone is enjoying 
their goodies. 

Don’t be surprised if you see stu-
dents in the hallways selling CCA 
hats. The PTO purchased hats 

2nd grade
In 2nd grade, we are very busy. We 
have started working on analogies 
and inferences in language arts. 
For social studies, we are current-
ly studying immigration and com-
pleting an immigration project. 
The children will be researching 
immigrants or interviewing people 
they know who are immigrants to 
the United States for this project. 
Look for their work when it is dis-
played in the hallway outside our 
classroom.

years ago to use as a fundrais-
er. However, there are still many 
hats leftover. Therefore, the 
classrooms will be selling these 
hats at a reduced rate of $5. 
Each classroom will get to keep 
the money that they earn. So help 
support your child’s classroom by 
purchasing a hat!

The reading program is coming 
to a close with the last reading 
tracker due to be turned in by 
April 30th. Please remember 
that all of the trackers need to be 
completed in order to be eligible 
to attend the roller skating trip on 
Wednesday, May 12th. We are 
immensely grateful to Traci Stein-
bar and Valerie Jones for coordi-
nating our reading program this 
year. 

The Relay for Life is scheduled 
for Friday, April 23rd at 1:45. 
Please mark your calendars and 
join us. Parents and siblings are 
welcome. Our goal this year is to 
raise $2500 for the American 
Cancer Society.  

CCA PTO news

	 If you would like to contribute to the CCA newsletter please email your announcements, stories, photos, 
requests or kudos to info@ccaschool.net. This is a great way to communicate with the whole CCA family 
including parents with children on the waiting lists. We look forward to your responses.
						      Kathleen & Doyle Harrison

Cardinal Chatter newsletter, needs you!

We welcome student 
submissions too!

To augment our science unit we 
will be attending the Butterfly Pa-
vilion on April 16th and the play 
“Bodyology” put on by Mr. Slim 
Goodbody on May 5th. We are 
looking for parent volunteers. 
Please contact me if you would 
like to chaperone!

I am so proud of the growth 
that each student has made this 
school year!

Ms. Woodhouse
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